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     We want to tell you about Russian costumes. 
We’ve found some information in Art Encyclopedia about women’s headdresses.

We think that it will be interesting for the English tourists 
to know about the history of women’s headdresses.
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The outfit, whether for daily wear or special occasions, was finished with a headdress. It completed the look, displayed the family's prosperity, and fulfilled feminine modesty. Married women were not to go out in public with their heads uncovered, a continuation of the pagan notion that women's hair was dangerous and covering the hair protected women and their relatives from evil forces. , in the period of the 9th-13th cent., evidently can trace a total of 3 types of women’s headdress, which developed further in later times: towel-like (povoj), kichka-shaped and, third, kokoshnik.
                                                


Around the head, whether the hair was plaited or loose was a prevyazka, a silk ribbon, and for the rich, of gold threads. Decorated on the forehead with embroidery, sometimes with pearls, it was also called a chelom or chelkoj. If the ornament went around the whole circle it was called a venok or venets. A venets with teeth along the upper edge, gorodki, was called a koruna. Thus the maiden's headdress in the 13-17th cent. preserved many features of the ancient headdress.  

Sometimes a simple browband of brocade or linen was worn called a chola or nachil'nika. Those [image: image5.jpg]


used by the upper classes were made of silk or golden fabric, embroidered in colorful patterns. Often their fronts were high and decorated. 
Around the head, whether the hair was plaited or loose was a prevyazka, a silk ribbon, and for the rich, of gold threads. Decorated on the forehead with embroidery, sometimes with pearls, it was also called a chelom or chelkoj.



A venets was formed when the ribbon of the nachilnik/chola [image: image6.jpg]


was replaced with a wide hoop, or a narrow band, of hard material such as bast, leather, metal, etc., perhaps covered with golden fabric, that was secured at the back of the head. In the 11th-12th centuries, the venets began to be decorated on the upper (front) edge by various forms of battlements - pointed teremkami and square gorodkami. The raised front of the venets was called the ochelom. These were the headdresses of rich maidens. 

There are discernable three main variants of venets: 1. flexible metal (silver, more rarely bronze); 2. nalobnyj ("on brow") venets with "povyazka" (venets-band) of brocade and sometimes wool or linen fabric, embroidered and richly ornamented (same as chola/nachil'nika above?); 3. venets from metal plates, strung on threads or cords. 

The nalobnyj maiden venets, made of ribbon, was frequently ornamented with wool fringe 

Around the head, whether the hair was plaited or loose was a prevyazka, a silk ribbon, and for the rich, of gold threads. Decorated on the forehead with embroidery, sometimes with pearls, it was also called a chelom or chelkoj. If the ornament went around the whole circle it was called a venok or venets. A venets with teeth along the upper edge, gorodki, was called a koruna.   
           

A "koruna" was a more complicated, richly adorned venchik (a general term?). The koruna was formed on a rigid base, covered with fabric (sometimes under the fabric was laid a bolster), and distinctively decorated. The artistic decorations of the bolster of a koruny could create the impression of a wreath of living flowers: separate elements were arched, done in relief, decorated with colored glass beads, and with jewels, according to the wealth of the family. Koruny most often of all served as holiday dress of unmarried city dwellers, while village inhabitants wore ventsy more often until marriage. A venets with teeth along the upper edge, gorodki, was called a koruna. 
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Married women in ancient Rus carefully gathered their hair up and twisted it up on top of their heads or in two braids, pinned in a crown around the head. It was then covered with the povoinik. 

The traditional complex women's headdress, consisting of many parts, was characteristic for all of the period of the 13th-17th centuries and was preserved in some levels of society a further two centuries. It was not [image: image8.jpg]


removed even at home. 



The povoinik was a close-fitting cap made of fine soft linen that encircled the face and was fastened behind the head with string so that no hair could escape. It consisted of a cap and cap band and was usually made of light, fine fabric but was sometimes made from a thick net that was plaited from gold, silver, or silk thread (mainly among the nobility). It was then called a voloshnik. 

There is evidence that the povoinik and the other headdresses left at least the lobe of the ear uncovered, allowing earrings to show. 

Kolckin does not seem to discuss this item, unless he lumps it in under the complex headdresses of soft construction. This not surprising since he confines his discussion to archeological materials, and linen fabrics, such as those likely used to make the povoinik, are very poorly preserved in Russian excavations. 

The povojkik or podubrusnik was a light soft cap of colored material. It covered the braided hair of the woman. For the same purpose, behind the povojvik was tied a many-colored scarf, podzatyl'nik. Over it all was worn the ubrus, or the volosnik. 

The volosnik was a net with hat band from gold, or material embroidered with gold.
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‘

  We think that our information was interesting for you.

We’ve read and translated this material with great pleasure. We want to continue this research work in the future and write the presentation for the school   Day of Science. 

  We hope people, who like history, will read about the women’s headdresses with great interest.       
